MILITARY   REVOLT   OF   COMMUNIST   PARTY

What was the situation in the Armies of Levante,
Extremadura and Andalusia? All their commanding
officers put themselves unconditionally at my service, but
I could not forget that in the Army of the Levante there
were three Army Corps with three Communist Com-
manders, and in the Extremadura Army two reserve
Divisions with the same. In the Andalusia Army nothing
of the sort could happen, because the commands were
either Socialist or of the C.N.T.

From what I have explained, it will be seen that the
situation would be extremely unfavourable for me if the
Commanders affiliated to the Communist Party obeyed
their party's orders. As a matter of precaution against
the possibility of a Communist rising, I ordered the
occupation and defence of the centres of Communications,
Government, and War Ministry, also, the broadcasting
stations and the offices of the General Direction of
Security. I reinforced my own headquarters also with a
reserve of provisions and ammunition. The underground
positions were a great worry to me, because the battalion
in charge of them had a good many Communist officers
and men, and there was a risk that they would blow up
buildings. I ordered their relief by troops in whom one
could feel absolute confidence. Lastly, I dismissed the
officers in command of Transport and imprisoned the
Officer in Command of the Air Base and the Chief of his
General Staff.

On the morning of the 5th of March, the Inspector
General of the Assault Guard, Colonel Armando Alvarez,
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